MEMORANDUM

American Institute of Architects, Birmingham Chapter

107 S. Richard Arrington Blvd., Birmingham, AL 35233

205.322.4386 (phone) - 205.322.4347 (fax)

aiabirm@aiabham.org

TO:
Kindergarten thru Fifth grade Teachers
FROM:
AIA Birmingham, dreamArchitecture Committee
SUBJECT:
2012 dreamArchitecture Contest
DATE:
December 2, 2011
The Birmingham Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) is holding the 15th Annual dreamArchitecture Contest. The contest will be held in March in conjunction with National Youth Art Month and all school children in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade in the Greater Birmingham area and surrounding counties are invited to participate! 

This year’s theme, “Draw Your dream Neighborhood” allows children to be both the client and the architect.  They can design their dream neighborhood with all the special features only children can imagine. Maybe we will all learn something! Originally started as a community outreach program to promote public awareness of architecture, our contest has grown from 100 entries in the first year to 1,000 last year! We look forward to your participation!
To assist teachers in bringing our theme to their classroom, the AIA is sponsoring a Teacher Workshop Saturday, January 28th, 2012 from 9:00 am to 12 noon SawWorks Studio, 130 19th Street, Birmingham AL. 
We have included a pre-printed entry form that can be copied, completed and attached to the back of each entry. We are asking for a teacher signature authenticating the work as entirely that of the student, and artwork without completed entry forms will not be considered. We also request each child write a “Dream Statement” of one or two sentences explaining their thoughts about their drawing. These statements should be written on the back of the entries. Teachers may assist with the documentation of the “Dream Statement” if needed, but the statement should be in the student’s own words.
The Awards Ceremony will be held May 3rd, 2012, at ArchitectureWorks /SawWorks Studio, 130 19th St. South. The top winners will be recognized at this time and their work will be exhibited. All students will take home art supplies and architectural gifts. First, Second, Third-Place and Honorable mention prizes will be awarded to each age group from Kindergarten through Fifth Grade. Teachers of the winners will also be acknowledged. There will be a “Hands-On” workshop for third through fifth grade winners at SawWorks Studio Saturday May 5th, 2012 from 9:00 am to noon. We encourage you and your students to participate and explore the architecture of the learning environment. Enclosed is a resource packet to help you get started.

Questions? Please feel free to contact Rhea Williams, Executive Director, AIA Birmingham (205.322.4386 or email aiabirm@aiabham.org). Additional flyers can be downloaded from our website at www.aiabham.org where more information about dreamArchitecture is also available!

